
História da
Historiografia
International Journal of Theory 
and History of Historiography

2025
 V.18

ISSN 1983-9928



Special Issue SI
Theories of History and Histories of Philosophy: 
What Dialogue Is Possible?



Special Issue SI

1Hist. Historiogr., Ouro Preto, v. 18, e2600, p. 1-7, 2025. ISSN 1983-9928. DOI: https://doi.org/10.15848/hh.v18.2600

Theories of History and Histories of 
Philosophy: What Dialogue Is Possible?

Júlio Canhada

juliocanhada@yahoo.com.br

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9151-8507 

Universidade Federal de São Carlos, Departamento de Filosofia, Brazil; Collège International de Philosophie, France.

Augusto de Carvalho

augustobrunoc@yahoo.com.br

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6821-9074 

Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, IFCH, Porto Alegre, BR, Brasil.

Catherine König-Pralong

catherine.koenig-pralong@ehess.fr

https://orcid.org/0009-0004-3361-310X 

École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Centre Alexandre Koyré, France.

Patrice Vermeren

patrice.vermeren@univ-paris8.fr

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5976-4393 

Université Paris 8, Département de Philosophie, France.



Special Issue SI

2Hist. Historiogr., Ouro Preto, v. 18, e2600, p. 1-7, 2025. ISSN 1983-9928. DOI: https://doi.org/10.15848/hh.v18.2600

Abstract

The disciplinary disputes between history and philosophy have a history that is itself a shared and entangled one, marked 
by reciprocal borrowings of categories and methods. This dossier aims to denaturalize the common opposition between 
an ahistorical history of reason, supposedly the responsibility of the philosopher, and a successive history of facts, 
supposedly the responsibility of the historian. Investigating the processes of autonomization and professionalization of 
each discourse can contribute to a heightened awareness of this doxa. The dossier brings together original articles that 
problematize objects common to philosophy and history in a relational and interdisciplinary manner, thereby displacing 
the traditional ways in which each discipline understands itself.
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This dossier brings together four articles that, from distinct perspectives, examine the 

relations between philosophy and history, exploring the ways in which intellectual 

practices, analytical categories, and forms of historical writing are constituted, 

circulate, and are transformed over time. Taken together, the contributions presented here reveal 

a shared effort to problematize disciplinary boundaries, as well as to undertake a methodological 

reflection on the status of concepts, narratives, and the canon within intellectual history, the 

history of philosophy, and the philosophy of history. Rather than conceiving philosophy as an 

isolated domain endowed with ahistorical problems and ideas, the articles gathered in this dossier 

share the conviction that philosophy should be understood as a historical practice, shaped by 

interpretive disputes, semantic reconfigurations, and institutional transformations. In this sense, 

the dossier engages directly with traditions such as intellectual history, conceptual history, the 

history of ideas, and contemporary philosophical historiography, without being reducible to any 

single one of them.

	 The article by Silvia Manzo offers a far-reaching reflection on the history of 

philosophy. Starting from the observation that concepts do not belong in a fixed manner to any 

single discipline, the author argues for an understanding of philosophy as a historically dynamic 

intellectual practice, whose boundaries with other fields of knowledge—such as theology, law, 

and the natural sciences—are porous. By examining the migration of concepts across different 

domains of knowledge, Manzo critically revisits classical programs in the history of ideas, such 

as that of Arthur O. Lovejoy, and confronts them with later approaches in intellectual history 

and conceptual history, particularly those associated with the Cambridge School and German 

Begriffsgeschichte. The article maintains that the history of philosophy should be practiced as a 

specific modality of intellectual history, situated within it rather than at its margins. In doing so, 

the author challenges the recurrent demand to justify the philosophical relevance of the history of 

philosophy solely in terms of contemporary debates, and instead proposes a plural, historically 

conditioned, and non-teleological conception of philosophy itself.

	 The article by Gustavo Santos Giacomini deepens the dialogue between 

philosophy and history by examining the history of science from the perspective of the history of 

ideas. The author argues that understanding the processes through which scientific knowledge 

is constituted, legitimized, and transformed requires an interdisciplinary approach capable of 

grasping the entanglement of the historical and philosophical elements at stake. By criticizing 

historiographical models that retrospectively project contemporary scientific disciplines onto 

the past, the article emphasizes the importance of reconstructing historical images of science, 

as well as the conceptual and institutional disputes that accompanied the emergence of modern 
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science. Drawing on thinkers such as Lovejoy, Kuhn, and Gusdorf, Giacomini shows that the 

history of science cannot be reduced either to an inventory of successful theories or to a sociology 

of scientific communities; rather, it must attend to intellectual alternatives, competing programs, 

and the historical decisions that made certain ways of doing science possible. The article thus 

contributes to a conception of the history of science that is attentive to the historicity of concepts, 

methods, and disciplines themselves.

	 The article by Emanoela Agostini shifts the focus to the problem of colligatory 

terms in historiography and the philosophy of history. Starting from the notion of colligation 

introduced by William Whewell in the context of the philosophy of science, the author reconstructs 

the trajectory through which this idea was incorporated into reflections on historical knowledge, 

particularly through the contributions of William H. Walsh. The article critically examines the 

role of colligatory terms (such as “French Revolution,” “Renaissance,” or “Enlightenment”) in the 

narrative and explanatory organization of history, showing that these expressions are not merely 

descriptive labels but perform a decisive conceptual function by synthesizing complex sets of 

events and processes. By addressing issues such as the historian’s agency, the retrospective 

character of colligation, and the ontological status of the referents of these terms, the article 

highlights the philosophical dimension inherent in historiographical practice. In this way, Agostini 

contributes to a more refined understanding of the relations between explanation, narrative, and 

conceptualization in historical writing.

	 Finally, the article by Lucas Vinicius Correa Rodrigues proposes a historiographical–

philosophical reappraisal of the work of Étienne Souriau, a French thinker whose contribution 

remains relatively marginal within the Brazilian tradition, despite his influence on major intellectual 

figures. Drawing on Roger Chartier’s suggestion to “listen to the dead with one’s eyes,” the author 

reconstructs Souriau’s principal theses, particularly the idea of philosophy as a set of trans-

historical works or monuments. By introducing the concept of the pleroma, understood as a plural 

cosmos of philosophical worlds, the article challenges linear and teleological narratives of the 

history of philosophy, emphasizing instead the collective, trans-historical, and world-instauring 

dimension of philosophical thought. Moreover, the text shows how Souriau provides a decisive 

conceptual horizon for understanding Martial Gueroult’s structuralism, while also making it 

possible to reassess recurrent critiques directed at structuralist historiography of philosophy in 

the Brazilian context.

	 Taken together, the four articles offer a rich and coherent overview of contemporary 

discussions on the historicity of philosophy, or on the philosophical character of historiography. 

By bringing into dialogue intellectual history, the history of ideas, conceptual history, and the 
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philosophy of history, the contributions assembled here not only shed light on classical debates 

but also propose conceptual and methodological tools capable of renewing historiographical–

philosophical inquiry. It is thus hoped that this dossier will contribute to deepening interdisciplinary 

dialogue and to fostering new perspectives on the ways in which thought is historically constituted, 

transformed, and transmitted.

References

BOURDIEU, P. Homo acdemicus. Paris: Les Éditions de minuit, 1984.

BOURDIEU, Pierre. Méditations pascaliennes. Paris: Seuil, 1997.

BOUTIER, J. & PASSERON, J.-C. & REVEL, J. (dir.). Qu’est-ce qu’une discipline? Paris: EHESS, 2006.

BRAUN, Lucien. Histoire de l’histoire de la philosophie. Paris: Ophrys, 1973.

CANHADA, Júlio. O discurso e a história: a filosofia no Brasil no século XIX. São Paulo: Loyola, 2020.

DE CARVALHO, Augusto. On the metaphysical role of historicity. História, São Paulo, v. 42, pp 1-11, 2023.

CASTRO-GÓMEZ, S. & GROSFOGUEL, R. El giro decolonial: reflexiones para una diversidad epistémica más allá del capita-lismo 
global. Bogotá: Siglo del Hombre Editores, 2007.

CHAKRABARTY, Dipesh. Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical Difference. Princeton: Princeton Univer-sity 
Press, 2007.

COLLINS, R. The Sociology of Philosophies: A Global Theory of Intellectual Change. Cambridge: Belknap, 1998.

FABIANI, Jean-Louis. Les philosophes de la République. Paris: Les Éditions de Minuit, 1988.

FOUCUALT, Michel. L’archéologie du savoir. Paris: Gallimard, 1969.

GUEROULT, Martial. Philosophie de l’histoire de la philosophie. Paris: Aubier, 1979.

KOENIG-PRALONG, Catherine. La colonie philosophique: écrire l’histoire de la philosophie aux XVIIIe et XIXe siècles. Paris: 
EHESS, 2019.

KOSELLECK, R. Futuro passado. Contribuição à semântica dos tempos históricos. Tradução de Wilma Patrícia Maas e Carlos 
Almeida Pereira. Rio de Janeiro: Contraponto, Ed. PUC-Rio, 2006.

LOVEJOY, Arthur. Essais in the History of Ideas. New York: George Braziller, 1955.

LÆRKE, Mogens; SMITH, Justin E. H.; SCHLIESSER, Eric (eds.). Philosophy and its history: Aims and methods in the study of 
early modern philosophy. New York: Oxford University Press, 2013.

MAINGUENEAU, Dominique. Genèses du discours. Bruxelles; Liège: P. Mardaga, 1984.

RINGER, Fritz. O declínio dos mandarins alemães: a comunidade acadêmica alemã, 1890-1933. Tradução de Dinah de Abreu 
Azevedo. São Paulo: Edusp, 2000.

RORTY et al. (eds.). Philosophy in History: Essays on the Historiography of Philosophy, Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-sity Press, 
1984.

SANTINELLO, G. & PIAIA, G. (eds.). Storia delle storie generali della filosofia, 5 vols. Brescia: Antenore, 1979.

SAPIRO, Gisèle (dir.). L’espace intellectuel en Europe: de la formation des États-nations à la mondialisation. XIXe-XXIe siècle. 
Paris: La Découverte, 2009.

VERMEREN, Patrice. Victor Cousin. Le jeu de la philosophie et de l’état. Paris: L’Harmattan, 1995.



Hist. Historiogr., Ouro Preto, v. 18, e2600, p. 1-7, 2025. ISSN 1983-9928. DOI: https://doi.org/10.15848/hh.v18.2600

Júlio Canhada  |  Augusto de Carvalho  |  Catherine König-Pralong  |  Patrice Vermeren SI

6

Additional Information

Academic biography  

Júlio Canhada is a Postdoctoral Researcher at the UFSCar (FAPESP). He conducted postdoctoral research in Philosophy at 
Université Paris 8 (2023–2024, FAPESP) and at the FFLCH-USP (2018–2019, CNPq). He earned his PhD in Philosophy from 
FFLCH-USP in 2017 (FAPESP) and completed a research internship abroad at Université Paris 8 (2014–2015, FAPESP). He 
is Program Director at the Collège International de Philosophie, France, a member of the ANPOF Working Group on Brazilian 
Philosophical Thought, a member of the research team “Dialogues philosophiques: rencontres philosophiques entre chercheurs 
d’Amérique Latine et d’Europe” (Maison de l’Amérique Latine), and a member of the Centre for Global Studies at the Open University 
of Lisbon, Portugal.

Augusto de Carvalho is Associate Professor of Theory and Philosophy of History at the Federal University of the State of Rio de 
Janeiro (UNIRIO). He holds a PhD (2017), an MA (2013), and a BA (2010) in History from the Federal University of Minas Gerais 
(UFMG). He completed a doctoral research stay at Université Paris VII – Denis Diderot (2013–2014) and a sandwich doctorate 
at the École des hautes études en sciences sociales (EHESS–Paris) (2015–2016). He has served as professor and postdoctoral 
researcher at the Federal University of Espírito Santo (2017–2021), as a visiting researcher at Kyoto University (2022), and as a 
postdoctoral researcher at São Paulo State University (UNESP), Franca (2023).

Catherine König-Pralong is Full Professor (Directrice d’études) at the École des hautes études en sciences sociales (EHESS), Paris, 
and a full member of the Centre Alexandre Koyré (EHESS/CNRS/MNHN). She holds a PhD in Philosophy from the University of 
Lausanne (2003). From 2014 to 2019, she was Principal Investigator of the ERC Consolidator Grant project MEMOPHI at the 
University of Freiburg. Between 2020 and 2024, she co-directed the Master’s program module “Histoire des sciences, des 
techniques et des savoirs” at EHESS and coordinated the doctoral program “Droit, études politiques, philosophie”. Since January 
2025, she has served as Publishing Director of Éditions de l’EHESS.

Patrice Vermeren is Professor Emeritus of the Department of Philosophy at Université Paris 8, France. A founding member of 
the Collège International de Philosophie, he holds the title of Doctor honoris causa from the University of Buenos Aires and the 
University of Chile. He earned his PhD in Philosophy from the University of Reims in 1993. He is affiliated with the Laboratory of 
Studies and Research on the Contemporary Logics of Philosophy and is a member of the doctoral school “Théories et pratiques 
du sens” at Université Paris 8. He also serves as co-director of the monthly seminar “Les dialogues philosophiques: rencontres 
philosophiques entre chercheurs d’Amérique Latine et d’Europe”. 

Contact address

Av. Pasteur 458, Prédio José de Anchieta - 2o andar - sala 204
Urca - Rio de Janeiro CEP 22290-240 

Funding

“Not applicable”. 

Authorship contribution statement

Formal Analysis: CANHADA, Júlio; CARVALHO, Augusto de; KONIG-PRALONG, Catherine; VERMEREN, Patrice.
Conceptualization: CANHADA, Júlio; CARVALHO, Augusto de; KONIG-PRALONG, Catherine; VERMEREN, Patrice. 
Writing – First Draft: CANHADA, Júlio; CARVALHO, Augusto de; KONIG-PRALONG, Catherine; VERMEREN, Patrice.
Writing – Review and Edition: CANHADA, Júlio; CARVALHO, Augusto de; KONIG-PRALONG, Catherine; VERMEREN, Patrice.
Investigation: CANHADA, Júlio; CARVALHO, Augusto de; KONIG-PRALONG, Catherine; VERMEREN, Patrice.

Conflict of interests

“No conflict of interest has been declared”.



Hist. Historiogr., Ouro Preto, v. 18, e2600, p. 1-7, 2025. ISSN 1983-9928. DOI: https://doi.org/10.15848/hh.v18.2600

Theories of History and Histories of Philosophy: What Dialogue Is Possible? SI

7

Ethics Committee approval

“Not applicable”.

Preprints

The article is not a preprint.

Availability of research data and other materials

“Not applicable”.


